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It’s good to worship with you again.  As we dig into EXODUS 7 we’ll read some of the most interesting verses in all of The Old Testament … as we watch a personal tug of war of wills up close and personal … as Moses tells Pharaoh of God’s plans to free the Jews, and as Pharaoh says, “no way, no how, not now, not never.”

As we go through EXODUS 7 and see how patiently God tried to capture Pharaoh’s attention and Pharaoh’s heart, let me challenge you to think about your own track record of listening to and surrendering to and obeying God’s INSTRUCTION, CORRECTION, TRAINING and PRUNING.  How’s your spiritual antenna and your spiritual reception?  Is God’s voice being drowned out by all the other frequencies, voices, and chatter in the world?  Or are you learning how to fine-tune God’s voice in with clarity so that your life can remain centered in Him?

In EXODUS 7:1-2 God explains His plans once again to Moses and Aaron – and God often has to exhibit the same patience we see on display here with you and with me.  

EXODUS 7:1-2 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Then the LORD said to Moses, “See, I make you as God to Pharaoh, and your brother Aaron shall be your prophet. 
2 You shall speak all that I command you, and your brother Aaron shall speak to Pharaoh that he let the sons of Israel go out of his land.

You might remember Moses’ serious crisis of faith in EXODUS 6 ... and it might be easy to think that by this point in time God had had it up to “here” with all of Moses’ excuses and stalling.  But gang, God is merciful, and longsuffering with Moses, with Aaron, and with you and me.  And the God we see here who simply reminds Moses and Aaron once again of what He was calling them to do, is the same God we’re in relationship with … the God Who is calling us to partner with Him in the living out of the Gospel.

In v. 1 God tells Moses, “I make you as God to Pharaoh”.  And while it was probably encouraging for Moses to be reminded of this truth, the words Pharaoh said to him back in EXODUS 5:2 … “Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice?” were no doubt still playing in his mind and shaking his confidence.  And because God knew this, He spoke words to Moses that reminded him that when Pharaoh rejected him who he was really rejecting was God.  And here’s our FIRST FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 1

Maturing followers of Jesus Christ root their identity in God, not in their family, not in their education, not in their job title, and not in their money.  They confidently believe God is guiding them and that God speaks His words through them to the people He brings across their paths.  

Earlier Moses asked God if Aaron could help him out, and God agreed that this “team approach” to ministry would work … and later in our study we’ll see their sister Miriam get added to their team as well.  So in v. 2 when God tells Moses that Aaron would be his prophet, He’s saying that Aaron would be Moses’ spokesperson.  We all have different roles to play in the living out of God’s plans.  And remember the whole reason God activated this EXODUS of the Jews from slavery in Egypt was because, as it says in EXODUS 2:23-24 …

EXODUS 2:23b-24 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

23b … the sons of Israel sighed because of the bondage, and they cried out; and their cry for help because of their bondage rose up to God.
24 So God heard their groaning; and God remembered His covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

The Jews had been living in Egypt for 100+ years as free people and for 100+ years as slaves … and they finally cried out to God and asked Him to deliver them.  I’ve been thinking about these two verses from EXODUS 2 ever since we looked into them a month or so ago now … I haven’t been able to get them out of my mind.  This past week, while meditating on these verses, I came to the realization once again that you and I aren’t all that different from the Jews – in that so much of the time you and I  remain enslaved to things for far too long, simply because we don’t make the choice to cry out to God and ask for His help and divine deliverance.

Fear, pain, anxiety, addictions of all kinds, hang-ups, unhealthy coping mechanisms and habits, relationships of co-dependency and enabling, and more.  You know what I’m talking about.  Many kinds of enslavement keep control over us because we refuse to begin living a surrendered life where we invite God to move us from woundedness toward healing discipleship.

Newberg Community Celebrate Recovery is a ministry that 2nd Street began seven years ago now, and whose leadership team is now made up of people from several different churches.  Its main weekly meeting is held every Monday night, and many people here have found great freedom by getting involved in this ministry.

If you want to know more about Celebrate Recovery, check out the table of their materials or ask me to connect you with someone from 2nd Street who’s involved in it.  A team from this ministry will be sharing during both Sunday morning worship services next week – so the timing couldn’t be better to focus on them for a bit this morning.


EXODUS 7:3 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

3 But I will harden Pharaoh’s heart that I may multiply My signs and My wonders in the land of Egypt.

If we accept that God wasn’t hardening Pharaoh’s heart against his own desires, but against God’s desires, it runs against much of what many of us as Christians believe about FREE-WILL and how God works with us that don’t include Him turning us into puppets … forcing us down this road or that road … but always giving us the FREE-WILL to choose His will or our own will.  But remember, like EXODUS 5:2 says, Pharaoh said that his desires were wicked and against Israel and their God.  So what I see here is God merely allowing Pharaoh to continue in the pathway of evil and rejection of God he’d clearly chosen.  And God’s methods haven’t changed at all from then until today.  Here’s how the Apostle Paul refers to this reality in ROMANS 1 …

ROMANS 1:24, 28 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

24 Because people did these [evil] things [like worshiping idols instead of Him], God let them go their sinful way.
28 People didn’t think it was important to have a true knowledge of God.  So God left them [alone] and allowed them to have their own worthless thinking and do things they shouldn’t do. [emphasis added]

Friends, oftentimes, in our rebellion, we reach the place where God will not only ALLOW US TO PURSUE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS, but where He will also STRENGTHEN US IN THE UNRIGHTEOUSNESS WE’RE CHOOSING OVER HIM.  And God does this to help us come to the end of ourselves, so that in the end we’ll hopefully return to Him.

EXODUS 7:4-5 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

4 When Pharaoh does not listen to you, then I will lay My hand on Egypt and bring out My hosts, My people the sons of Israel, from the land of Egypt by great judgments.
5 The Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD, when I stretch out My hand on Egypt and bring out the sons of Israel from their midst.”

The Bible tells us ten times that God hardened Pharaoh’s heart (EXODUS 4:21; 7:3; 9:12; 10:1, 20, 27; 11:10; 14:4, 8, 17).  God knew from the beginning that Pharaoh would reject Moses' request, in much the same way Jesus knew Judas would eventually betray Him.  As I’ve said before, one of the main purposes of allowing Pharaoh’s heart to get harder was for God to demonstrate His power.

If Pharaoh let the Jews go after Moses’ first request, the Egyptians wouldn’t have seen God’s power in comparison with all the gods they worshiped.  One commentary I read listed 114 primary Egyptian gods … so it wasn’t like the millions of God the Hindus have … but based on this crowded stable of gods, I think we can rightly say that THE EGYPTIANS WERE VERY RELIGIOUS, but that their religiosity moved them toward ARROGANCE not HUMILITY.  And there is our SECOND FAITH LESSON …
FAITH LESSON 2

Maturing followers of Jesus Christ have a growing belief, based in humility and grace, not in price and arrogance, that their God is the one true God, and is bigger than whatever they’re enslaved to.

Oftentimes, when God allows our struggles to go on longer than we wish they’d last, the reason isn’t because of us, but because of the people around us who are watching us.  People watch how we handle life when we’re under the same boss they despise so much, and they want to know more about the God we trust and serve.

God tells Moses that in the end, not only would the Jews be reminded that He was their God, but that the Egyptians would get the memo too.  And in fact, when the Israelites eventually leave Egypt, there were also many Egyptians who left with them.  According to EXODUS 12:37-38, the Israelites numbered “about 600,000 walking men, plus women and children,” and their group was also made up of many non-Israelites (including Egyptians) and a whole lot of animals.

In NUMBERS 1:46 Moses gives us a more precise number of 603,550.  First Century AD Jewish-Roman historian Josephus tells us in his book entitled Antiquities of The Jews that these 600,000 men, plus wives, children, the elderly, and the “mixed multitude” of non-Jews numbered around 2 million people, compared with an entire Egyptian population in 1,250 BCE of around 3-3.5 million.  2 million people marching ten wide, and without accounting for livestock, they would have formed a line approximately 150 miles long.  Newberg almost all the way to Roseburg.  Amazing.

God tells Moses in v. 5 that when all God’s judgment began to take place that … the Egyptians will know that I am the LORD.  Gang, God is always seeking to reveal Himself to us – through the good, through the bad, and through the ugly stuff of life.  And in the rest of EXODUS 7, the Jews, as well as the Egyptians, are going to learn a lot about who God is, and about how God works.

You know this truth, but LISTEN TO ME … CHRISTIANS AREN’T IMMUNE TO DIFFICULTIES.  Here’s what Jesus teaches us about this reality in JOHN 16:33 …

JOHN 16:33 (THE AMPLIFIED BIBLE)

33 [Jesus says] “I have told you these things, so that in Me you may have [perfect] peace and confidence.  In the world you have tribulation, and trials, and distress, and frustration; but be of good cheer [take courage; be confident, certain, and undaunted]!  For I have overcome the world.”

Followers of Jesus Christ and people who are not-yet-followers of Jesus Christ all go through chapters of suffering, tribulation, trial, distress, and frustration … and the main reason I think God allows everyone to go through hard times is so that not-yet-followers of Jesus Christ, will see His followers navigate difficult times, choosing to stay dependent on God, and experiencing the peace and confidence God offers … and they will see that they can know this same God.  Do you see it?

When you and I make the choice to live this way, take my word for it … people will ask, “How do you stay so calm?  How do you have such peace?  You handled that so well … what’s your secret?”  And you’ll be able to reply, “It’s Jesus … it’s His peace I’m clinging to Him … He’s making the difference in how I’m navigating these deep waters.  Just tell me when you want to know more about Him.”

Gang, GOD DOESN’T EXIST FOR US … YOU AND I EXIST FOR GOD.  We’re God’s vessels.  We exist so God can pour Himself into us and out of us.  We exist so God can use our lives as an example of His grace, His love, and His power in a world that’s dying to know, and experience, and embrace God’s purposes for their lives.

EXODUS 7:6-7 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

6 So Moses and Aaron did it; as the LORD commanded them, thus they did.
7 Moses was eighty years old and Aaron eighty-three, when they spoke to Pharaoh.

When we allow God to work in us and reveal Himself through us … the way Moses and Aaron choose to do here, God does what He does in order to accomplish what the Apostle Paul described in FIRST CORINTHIANS 1 …

FIRST CORINTHIANS 1:25, 27 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

25, 27 This foolish plan of God is wiser than the wisest of human plans, and God’s weakness is stronger than the greatest of human strength … God chose things the world considers foolish in order to shame those who think they are wise.  And God chose things that are powerless to shame those who are powerful.
 
When we allow God to work in us and flow through us, God gets the glory, not us.  God wants to love us and bless us through the process of us surrendering to Him and allowing Him to use us.  But God’s purposes lived through us are never just for us …  God longs to see His purposes in us connect with His purposes in the lives of other people.

God was orchestrating His plan for delivering the Jews.  And like God nearly always does, He chose to work through human beings who said “yes” to Him.  God didn’t need to do things this way, but He chose Moses and Aaron to be His mouthpiece to prophetically declare His intentions to Pharaoh and the Egyptians.  And it’s here we find our THIRD FAITH LESSON …




FAITH LESSON 3

Maturing followers of Jesus Christ understand that God doesn’t exist for them … like some kind of cosmic genie.  They understand that they exist for God, and for God’s purposes and plans in the world.

God could have spoken to Pharaoh in an audible voice saying, “LET MY PEOPLE GO.”  God could have reached down out of heaven with a visible hand and delivered the plagues.  But God chose to work through Moses and Aaron – and this is still God’s favorite method … to work through cracked pots like them and like you and me.  It’s been said that WITHOUT GOD, WE CAN’T, AND WITHOUT US, GOD WON’T.  This has always has been and always will be God’s way.  You and I need to adjust to God’s methods, and not expect God to adjust to our methods.

v. 7 tells us that Moses was eighty years old.  Most people are retired by that age … then and now.  But Moses knew that surrendering to God’s will was more important than retirement.  And Aaron was Moses’ older brother, not his younger brother!  So again, God is swimming upstream, and going against the conventional customs of the day by not only using older people to accomplish His will, but by using the younger brother in a role of preeminence over his older brother.  Before going to v. 8, I want to focus for a moment on a SIDE-THOUGHT from v. 1 …

v. 1 … “I make you as God to Pharaoh” … God wasn’t making Moses ALL-POWERFUL AND ALL-KNOWING here.  God wasn’t turning Moses into a god.  God is simply telling Moses and Aaron that if they’ll obey Him, they’ll be His mouthpiece and speak His words to Pharaoh.

With Mitt Romney the PRESUMPTIVE REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEE, the twisted theology of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints has been on my heart and mind a lot lately.  I’m not a Mormon scholar, but over the past 30 years I’ve READ AND STUDIED A LOT ABOUT MORMONS, and have worked with quite a few people seeking to leave Mormonism for the real Jesus Christ – some of whom have been able to do it, and some of who, in the end, haven’t been able to do it.

Seeking to get people to believe that the Book of Mormon is equal to and in fact more spiritually evolved than the Bible, the Book of Mormon come to our doors and tell us that people who join their church, when they die, will go on from this life and become gods of their own planets and universes.  And they quote Bible verses like God’s words to Moses in EXODUS 7:1, and also PSALM 82:6, which says …

PSALM 82:6 (COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE)

6 I declare, “You are gods, children of the Most High — all of you!”

One of the foundational heretical teachings of the Mormon Church is “As we are, God once was, and as God is, we shall become.”  God wasn’t telling Moses in EXDOUS 7:1 that he would become a god.  And God wasn’t saying in PSALM 82:6 that you and I will become gods.  God was simply saying in both places that when we surrender ourselves to God’s use, that God then uses us to share the Gospel with people.  But the Mormons twist these verses to try and justify one of their many unorthodox teachings.  And of course they neglect the very next verse, which says …

PSALM 82:7 (COMMON ENGLISH BIBLE)

7 “But you will die like mortals; you will fall down like any prince.”

Friends, do you see why it’s important to get into the Word of God?  And do you see why it’s so important to invite God to press His Word into us?  It’s the way God takes us away from error and toward truth, away from darkness and into the light – it’s the way God gives us His discernment and wisdom.  Let’s go on to EXODUS 7:8-10 now and see Moses and Aaron again face-to-face with Pharaoh.

EXODUS 7:8-10 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

8 Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying,
9 “When Pharaoh speaks to you, saying, ‘Work a miracle,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh, that it may become a serpent.’”
10 So Moses and Aaron came to Pharaoh, and thus they did just as the LORD had commanded; and Aaron threw his staff down before Pharaoh and his servants, and it became a serpent.
 
The first time Moses and Aaron met Pharaoh things didn’t go that well.  So imagine the courage it took to get back up off the mat and start ROUND 2!  But they were simply being obedient to God.  And here’s our FOURTH FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 4

When we exercise increased OBEDIENCE in living out God’s will for our lives, God responds by giving us increased COURAGE, STAMINA, and DETERMINATION.  

God performed the same sign to Pharaoh using Aaron’s staff that He performed before the Jewish leaders with Moses’ staff back in EXODUS 4.  Since the first time Moses went before Pharaoh and got less than a standing ovation, maybe he thought that if God offered a sign, Pharaoh’s heart would experience a shift of reverent obedience toward God.  But not so much, as Pharaoh’s wise men, sorcerers, and magicians had seen kind of sign before.

EXODUS 7:11-13 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

11 Then Pharaoh also called for the wise men and the sorcerers, and they also, the magicians of Egypt, did the same with their secret arts.
12 For each one threw down his staff and they turned into serpents.  But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their staffs.
13 Yet Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the LORD had said.

wise men were educated advisors to Pharaoh and the Egyptian elite, who applied Egyptian religious beliefs to life … and sorcerers and magicians were people skilled in the occult, and in herbal chemical potions.  Gang, Satan is the great imitator, copying much of what God does in the world to try and win his own converts, or at least to make followers of Jesus Christ less secure in their devotion to God.  Satan used Pharaoh’s wise men, sorcerers, and magicians here to cast doubt in Pharaoh’s heart toward God, and this doubt hardened Pharaoh’s heart even more.  Here’s what the Apostle Paul writes about this demonic power in SECOND THESSALONIANS 2:9-10 …

SECOND THESSALONIANS 2:9-10 (THE MESSAGE)

9-10 The Antichrist’s coming is all Satan’s work.  All his power and signs and miracles are fake, evil sleight of hand that plays to the gallery of those who hate the truth that could save them.

And this brings us to our FIFTH FAITH LESSON …

FAITH LESSON 5

Miracles can often prove that something is SUPERNATURAL, but they cannot always prove that something is TRUE.  This is why God longs to give His followers His discernment and wisdom.

But Pharaoh’s heart remained hardened to God’s plans, DESPITE the evidence God was providing him, not BECAUSE of it.  I can see Moses and Aaron smiling when this happened … but Pharaoh’s wise men, sorcerers, and magicians … not so much.  Do you see God’s sense of humor in this?  So God provides another sign …

EXODUS 7:14-21 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

14 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is stubborn; he refuses to let the people go.
15 Go to Pharaoh in the morning as he is going out to the water, and station yourself to meet him on the bank of the Nile; and you shall take in your hand the staff that was turned into a serpent.
16 You shall say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the Hebrews, sent me to you, saying, “Let My people go, that they may serve Me in the wilderness.  But behold, you have not listened until now.”
17 Thus says the LORD, “By this you shall know that I am the LORD:  Behold, I will strike the water that is in the Nile with the staff that is in my hand, and it will be turned to blood.
18 The fish that are in the Nile will die, and the Nile will become foul, and the Egyptians will find difficulty in drinking water from the Nile.”’”

19 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and stretch out your hand over the waters of Egypt, over their rivers, over their streams, and over their pools, and over all their reservoirs of water, that they may become blood; and there will be blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in vessels of wood and in vessels of stone.’”
20 So Moses and Aaron did even as the LORD had commanded.  And he lifted up the staff and struck the water that was in the Nile, in the sight of Pharaoh and in the sight of his servants, and all the water that was in the Nile was turned to blood.
21 The fish that were in the Nile died, and the Nile became foul, so that the Egyptians could not drink water from the Nile.  And the blood was through all the land of Egypt.

This is the first of the nine plagues the Egyptians will experience – and the plagues will keep coming because Pharaoh kept hardening his heart against God.  In God’s mercy, He warned Pharaoh, and gave Him many chances to escape His judgment, but Pharaoh’s hardness of heart continued to disregard God’s warning and mercy.

I don’t consider what’s commonly referred to as THE TENTH PLAGUE, the slaying of the firstborn … to actually be a plague.  I see this most severe of God’s judgments in a class all by itself …

1. The Nile River turned to blood
2. Frogs infested the land
3. Gnats infested the land
4. Flies infested the land
5. Animal became diseased
6. Boils infested the people
7. Hail infested the land
8. Locusts infested the land
9. Three days of darkness in the land
 
Friends, when we look at this list, and as we see these plagues in future Sundays, it’s going to be super important to remember that GOD DIDN’T SEND THE PLAGUES ONTO EGYPT BECAUSE PHARAOH WOULDN’T LET THE JEWS GO; GOD SENT THE PLAGUES BECAUSE PHARAOH KEPT REFUSING TO RECOGNIZE GOD, HONOR GOD, AND SURRENDER HIS WILL TO GOD.  And likewise, oftentimes our relationships with people are wounded, broken, and defined by resentment and anxiety because our relationship with God is wounded, broken, and defined by a lack of surrender.

Some Bible commentators say that each of these plagues has some kind of natural explanation.  For instance with this first plague, some scholars say that whenever the Nile River reaches high flood stage, it collects finely powdered red earth from its banks, and this red earth carries organisms that colors the water red and kills all the fish.  But if this happened sometimes, how could God have expected Pharaoh to have been all that impressed with His power at this sign?  And the same thing could be said about each of these diversionary explanations of what happens with these nine plagues.
 
Gang, here’s the deal, God may or may not have used natural mechanisms to bring about these nine plagues; but even if God chose to accomplish His will that way, the timing and the character of the nine plagues could only have come from God’s hand.

One Bible commentary I read this past week raised the fascinating and logical question, “if the Egyptian magicians really wanted to do a miracle, why didn't they turn the bloody Nile clean again?”  The answer to this question would seem to be because Satan doesn’t ever perform constructive, cleansing, creation miracles – he only brings supernatural destruction, but not goodness.  This is why all the wise men, sorcerers, and magicians could do was copy God and make more bloody water.

Likewise, people today can tap into demonic power through psychic hotlines and astrology, and through Ouija Boards and Tarot Cards.  But all they can ever do is to only make things worse.  Demonic power can never, under any circumstance, in any way, make things better.  It will ALWAYS ONLY MAKES A BIGGER MESS. 

But one thing we know for sure … GOD USED EACH OF THE PLAGUES AGAINST EGYPT to confront, confuse, and attack one of the many Egyptian deities, which were so passionately feared and worshiped by all the Egyptians, including Pharaoh.  God wanted to answer the question Pharaoh originally asked back in EXODUS 5:2 … “Who is the LORD, that I should obey His voice to let Israel go?”  And through these nine plagues, God demonstrated that He was greater than any of the Egyptian gods.
 
EXODUS 7:22-25 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

22 But the magicians of Egypt did the same with their secret arts; and Pharaoh’s heart was hardened, and he did not listen to them, as the LORD had said.
23 Then Pharaoh turned and went into his house with no concern even for this.

24 So all the Egyptians dug around the Nile for water to drink, for they could not drink of the water of the Nile.
25 Seven days passed after the LORD had struck the Nile.

Pharaoh saw plenty of signs and this was just the beginning – but his heart continued to grow harder.  And as we wrap up this morning, let me encourage us to remember and embrace a very valuable lesson …

LET’S NOT RESIST GOD’S INSTRUCTION AND GOD’S TRUTH.

In SECOND TIMOTHY 3 the Apostle Paul tells us what life will be in the last days before Jesus Christ returns for His church.  See if any of his words sound familiar …


SECOND TIMOTHY 3:2-7 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

1 Remember this!  In the last days there will be many troubles.
2 because people will love themselves, love money, brag, and be proud.  They will say evil things against others and will not obey their parents or be thankful or be the kind of people God wants.
3 They will not love others, will refuse to forgive, will gossip, and will not control themselves.  They will be cruel, will hate what is good,
4 will turn against their friends, and will do foolish things without thinking.  They will be conceited; will love pleasure instead of God,
5 and will act as if they serve God but will not have his power.  Stay away from those people. 
6 Some of them go into homes and get control of silly women who are full of sin and are led by many evil desires.
7 These women are always learning new teachings, but they are never able to understand the truth fully.

Gang, our world is swimming in knowledge, but somehow, through Satan’s slight of hand, and because of our own unwillingness to surrender to God’s direction and instruction, the truth about God, the truth about Jesus Christ, the truth about God’s Holy Spirit, the truth about others, and the truth about ourselves gets obscured.

SECOND TIMOTHY 3:8-9 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

8 Just as Jannes and Jambres were against Moses [the names of two of these wise men, sorcerers, and magicians in EXODUS 7], these people are against the truth.  Their thinking has been ruined, and they have failed in trying to follow the faith. [emphasis added]
9 But they will not be successful in what they do, because as with Jannes and Jambres, everyone will see that they are foolish.

Pharaoh’s wise men, sorcerers, and magicians were resisting the truth.  Their demonic “tricks” were keeping them and the Egyptians from paying attention to the true God.  You may be tired of hearing some Christians talk about how they can’t live without God.  Maybe you’ve learned to get along pretty well without God.  But LISTEN TO ME:  IF THIS IS WHAT YOU’RE TELLING YOURSELF, YOU’RE DECEIVED, BECAUSE NONE OF US CAN LIVE LIFE TO THE FULL WITHOUT GOD.

SECOND TIMOTHY 3:10-12 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

10 But you have followed what I teach, the way I live, my goal, faith, patience, and love.  You know I never give up.
11 You know how I have been hurt and have suffered, as in Antioch, Iconium, and Lystra.  I have suffered, but the Lord saved me from all those troubles.
12 Everyone who wants to live as God desires, in Christ Jesus, will be persecuted.

v. 12 isn’t exactly one of the Bible promises we like to claim.  But it’s true that everyone who lives as God desires, in Christ Jesus, will go through difficult times.

SECOND TIMOTHY 3:13-17 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

13 But people who are evil and cheat others will go from bad to worse.  They will fool others, but they will also be fooling themselves.
14 But you should continue following the teachings you learned.  You know they are true, because you trust those who taught you.
15 Since you were a child you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise.  And that wisdom leads to salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.
16 All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for showing people what is wrong in their lives, for correcting faults, and for teaching how to live right.
17 Using the Scriptures, the person who serves God will be capable, having all that is needed to do every good work.

Every one of us has a choice to either, like Pharaoh, “resist the truth”, or like the Apostle Paul admonishes us here, to “walk in the truth.”  And this choice is firmly based on what you and I do with God’s Word.  Whether we love it and obey it, or hate it and remain disobedient to it.  Whether we get into God’s Word and invite it to get into us, or push God’s Word away and don’t take it into our hearts and minds.

God’s judgments on Egypt, and God’s deliverance of Israel will progress from difficult to nearly impossible because Pharaoh will continue to say “no” to God.  But here’s what I know for sure …

SAYING “NO” TO GOD ALWAYS MAKES LIFE MORE DIFFICULT FOR US.

Gang, we need Jesus.  He loves us and died for us.  He wants to forgive and deliver us.  But our level of obedience and surrender to God will be in direct proportion to our level of learning to be in conversation with God and to become a careful listener to God, and a willful, consistent follower of the direction He gives to us.

Blessed be the Word of the Lord.

GREGG LAMM IS ON VACATION 11-18 JUNE.

NEXT SUNDAY … NEWBERG COMMUNITY CELEBRATE RECOVERY WILL SHARE.  NO BIBLE STUDY WITH PASTOR GREGG THIS THURSDAY MORNING.
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d to worship with you again

.

  

As we 

dig

 

into 

EXODUS 7

 

we’ll 

read

 

some of the 

most interesting verses in all of 

The Old Testament

 

…

 

as we watch 

a personal tug of 

war of wills 

up close and 

personal 

… as Moses tells Pharaoh 

of

 

God’s plans 

to free the 

Jews

, and as Pharaoh says

, 

“no way, no how,

 

not now, not neve

r.”

 

 

As we go through 

EXODUS 7

 

and 

see how 

patiently 

God 

tried 

to capture Pharaoh’s 

attention

 

and Pharaoh’s heart, let me 

challenge you to think about your own track 

record of listening 

to 

and surrendering to and obeying God’s 

INSTRUCTION

, 

CORRECTION

, 

TRAI

NING

 

and 

PRUNING

.

  

How’s your spiritual antenna

 

and your

 

spiritual reception?  Is God’s voice being drowned o

ut by all the other frequencies, 

voices, and chatter in the 

world?

  

Or are you learning how to fine

-

tune God’s voice in 

with clarity so that your

 

l

ife can remain centered in Him

?

 

 

In

 

EXODUS 7:1

-

2

 

God explains

 

His plans 

once again 

to Moses

 

and Aaron 

–

 

and 

God 

often has to exhibit the same patience we see on display here

 

with you and with me

.  

 

 

EXODUS 7:1

-

2

 

(NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

 

 

1

 

Then th

e LO

RD

 

said to Moses, “See, I make you

 

as

 

God to Pharaoh, 

and your brother Aaron shall be your prophet.

 

 

2

 

You shall speak all that I command you, and your brother

 

Aaron 

shall speak to Pharaoh that he let the sons of Israel go out of his land

.

 

 

You might remem

ber 

Moses’ serious crisis of faith in 

EXODUS 

6

 

...

 

and it might be 

easy 

to think that by this

 

point in time God 

had

 

had it up to “here” with 

all of 

Moses’

 

e

xcuses 

and stalling.

  

But gang, God is 

merciful, and 

lon

gsuffering 

with

 

Moses, with Aaron, and 

with 

you and 

me.  And the God we see here

 

who 

simply reminds Moses and Aaron 

once again of what He was calling them to do, is the same God

 

we’re in relationship 

with … the 

God W

ho is calling 

us 

to partner with 

Him

 

in the living out of the Gospel.

 

 

In 

v. 1

 

God t

ells Moses, 

“I

 

make you

 

as

 

God to Pharao

h”

.  And while 

it

 

was probably 

encouraging 

for

 

Moses to be reminded of this

 

truth

, the words 

Pharaoh 

said

 

to him 

back in 

EXODUS 5:

2

 

… 

“

Who is the

 

LORD

, that I should obey His voice

?”

 

were 

no 

doubt

 

still 

playing

 

in hi

s mind and shaking his confidence.  And 

because 

God knew 

this, He spoke words to Moses that 

reminded 

him that when

 

Pharaoh rejected him 

who 

he was 

really 

rejecting 

was 

God.  And 

here’s

 

our 

FIRST

 

FAITH LESSON

 

…

 

 

FAITH LESSON 1

 

 

Mat

uring followers of Jesus C

hrist 

root their 

identity in God, 

not in 

their family, 

not in 

their education, 

not in 

their job title, 

and

 

not in 

